
Ukulele  

Roolz! Rules!

this way



What do you call that?



String Names
Eat

Apples

Crocodiles
Green

Use the rhyme to help you remember the names of each string. I know 
its kinda weird with the upside down look about it, but that’s just how 
it goes in Uke land. 

Starting from the string closest to your head say the rhyme and play 
that string at the same time...say it and play it!

Green Crocodiles Eat Apples



Holding Your Baby

As opposed to guitars which have straps for easier holding, the 
ukulele is so small that it doesn’t need a strap. 

Hold the ukulele high up on your body, around the chest area. The 
body of the ukulele should be cradled in your right arm, with your 
right hand extended for strumming/picking. 

Don’t smother the ukulele by holding it tightly into your chest be-
cause that kills the volume and the tone. Instead, angle the ukulele 
away from your body so that the head is further away from you than 
the ukulele’s body. This positioning creates air around the back of 
the uke, giving it room to breathe and pump out some volume.

Strumming should be over the area right at the end of the neck, not 
over the hole. Your left hand is the fretting hand, responsible for 
pushing down the strings on the fingerboard at various positions. Be 
careful not to hold it too tightly, or you will sound like you are playing 
a ukulele under a doona!



3 Touch Method
The back of the ukulele against your body

Your forearm on the front of the ukulele just behind the bridge

The underside of the ukulele neck against the crook of your hand 



How to Read Uke Music

 The numbers show the fret to play.

 You read tab from left to right just like a book.

 If a number is all by itself only play that.

 If there are numbers on top of each other play them at the same time.  
                      

 If there is a ‘0’ play that string without any fingers. This is called an 
“Open” string .   

 If you see a cross ‘X’ don’t play that string.

Ukulele tab
The four lines represent the strings as if the ukulele is facing you – that 
is, the “Green” string at the bottom and the “Apples” string at the top. 

Tab Rules



Happy Birthday

A--------------------------------------------3-0--------------1-1-0--------
E---------------1-0-------------3-1--------------1-1-0-------------1-3-1
C--0-0-2-0---------0-0-2-0-------0-0------------------2----------------
G------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Let's PLay a Song
Smoke on the Water



Chords are a group of notes played 
at the same time. A cool way to think 
about this is to imagine a cricket team 
playing   together.  They  all    wear      the    
same clothes, play with the same ball 
and have the same rules – they’re play-
ing cricket!

Notes in a chord are like this.  Now 
imagine if half the players in that crick-
et team decided to use whatever ball 
they felt like, made up different rules 
and wore different clothes! Whoa! That 
game would be a mess…
Just like playing notes that don’t fit in 
with the chord you are playing.

Uke Chords

Now let’s get those fingers into 
the right chord teams!
Here are the chords we are going 
to learn for our next song! 

Tip - to make it super easy use 
the tips of your fingers when you 
push down on the strings.



Chord Diagrams
The first chord to tackle is the C chord, which uses a single finger. What 
could be easier? Let’s put your 3rd finger on the 3rd fret and strum down 
towards the ground from the ‘Green’ string to the ‘Apples’ string.

The F chord is more adventur-
ous than the C chord! You have to 
use two fingers to play it  AND you 
need to trek like a hobbit over oth-
er strings to get your fingers on 
the correct frets. So grab your 2nd 
finger and reach up to the 2nd fret 
on your ‘Green’ string. At the same 
time reach up with your 1st finger 
and push it down on the 1st fret on 
your “Eat” string.

This groovy sounding chord needs 
one more finger to come to the 
party.  Leaving your 1st finger 
where it is on the F chord, step your 
2nd finger down one string from 
where it is now to the 2nd fret on 
the ‘Crocodile’ string. Lastly your 
3rd finger gets to sit on the 2nd 
fret on the ‘Apple’ string.

Rules!



Strumming 101
The key to strumming your Uke comes back 
to how you hold it.  Hold it in the right spot and 
your strumming fingers will also be in the right 
spot! Use the nail from your 1st finger on the 
down stroke, and the fleshy part of your 
forefinger on the upstroke. You’ll have it 
sorted in no time.

It’s all about down (D) and up (U) strokes 
in different patterns.  Check out the song 
on the next page and try the pattern.  To 
make it super simple  plat the follwing 
songs all with ‘D’ strokes first. Once 
you’ve got that try this pattern: D D U D



First Song
                             C
You are my sunshine

My only sunshine
                                        F
You make me happy 
                                       C
When skies are grey
                             F
You’ll never know dear
                             C
How much I love you
                                                    G7               C
Please don’t take my sunshine away

You Are My Sunshine



More Chords



More to PLay
Ode to Joy

A|-0---0---1---3---3---1---0------|-------------0---0------------------|
E|-----------------------------3--|-1---1---3-----------3---3----------|
C|--------------------------------|------------------------------------|
G|--------------------------------|------------------------------------|

A|-0---0---1---3---3---1---0------|-------------0----------------------|
E|-----------------------------3--|-1---1---3-------3---1---1----------|
C|--------------------------------|------------------------------------|
G|--------------------------------|------------------------------------|

A|---------0-----------0-1-0------|-----0-1-0--------------------------|
E|-3---3-------1---3-----------1--|-3-----------3---1---3--------------|
C|--------------------------------|-------------------------0----------|
G|--------------------------------|------------------------------------|

A|-0---0---1---3---3---1---0------|-------------0----------------------|
E|-----------------------------3--|-1---1---3-------3---1---1----------|
C|--------------------------------|------------------------------------|
G|--------------------------------|------------------------------------|



Even More to PLay
WALTZING MATILDA

Melodies For Ukulele Picking
Music by Christina Macpherson
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Even, Even More to PLay
I’m Yours – Jason Mraz

C
Well you done, done, done me and you bet I felt it,
   G
I tried to be chill but you’re so hot that I melted,

  Am
I fell right through the cracks,

                               F
And now I’m tryin’ to get back....

            C
Before the cool done run out, I’ll be givin’ it my bestest

   G
Nothin’s gonna stop me but divine intervention

    Am
I reckon its again my turn,

    F                               
To win some or learn some....

CHORUS:

C                              G
But I won’t hesitate

                               Am
No more, no more

                         F                     
It cannot wait, I’m yours



Where to Now
So now it’s time to close this little booklet and practice, practice, practice. 
If things are still a little tricky don’t be too concerned more practice will 
take care of everything!

If you’d like to continue learning here are some things to consider:

1. Contact us at Mojo Guitar Teachers and we can arrange a teacher to 
come to your home or you can take lessons at our studio located at Griffith 
Shops. 

m 0431 550 005
e   lessons@mojoguitarteachers.com

2. Jump online and click on the following cool websites for more tips and 
tricks.

http://ukulelehunt.com
http://www.ukuleletricks.com

3. Keep jamming with your friends, play for your family or just play for 
yourself.
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