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The Mojo Method is all about you!  Playing     
guitar should be fun, enjoyable and about the 
music you love.  The Mojo way teaches you solid 
gold fundamental techniques that will allow you 
to play any style of music you want at the           
beginning of your guitar journey right through 
to jamming with Eric Calpton! 

 

We want you to decide your musical future and 
teach you the songs you love to listen to.  Along 
the way we’ll also    introduce some great songs 
that will improve your playing abilities and help 
you reach the goals you’ve set for your self. 



That’s right, we want you to have a goal!  Think 
about what you’d like to achieve with your   
playing, be it playing Happy Birthday for   
Grandma or shredding it with Steve Vai. We’ll 
help you develop some goals and ways to reach 
them. 

 

The Mojo Method is about having a great time, 
learning about music, and getting what you 
want from your  instrument. 



Mr Emu 

Left Hand 

Great left hand position helps us make solid 
chord shapes and also makes fretting single 
note melodies easier.  Hold your left arm in the 
air and make an emu shape with your hand.  
Bending at the wrist.  Now move the shape 
around the neck of the guitar and pretend that 
Mr Emu is hungry and eat the neck of the        
guitar. 



 

Humpty 

Right Hand 

The right hand holds the guitar in place and sets 
up a perfect position for playing rhythms.  Sit 
your right elbow on top of the guitar just above 
the bridge and let your arm hang loosely from 
the elbow down.  Angle your arm at 45 degrees 
so that your hand is around the middle of the 
sound hole and you’ve got it! 



Holding the Pick 

To hold the pick make the ‘thumbs up’ sign, 
place the pick with the pointy bit facing you  
then place your thumb down on the pick. Finally 
relax your hand keeping slight tension on your 
forefinger and thumb to hold the pick in place.  
It should be relaxed and supple in your hand. 
Grumbly Fred is now in the building! 

Grumbly Fred 
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Neck 

Machine 
Heads 

Sound 
Hole 

Nut 

Bridge 



Naming your fingers 

Knowing which finger to use is really important 
when playing guitar. You may want to use just 
one finger but this slows down your playing and 
limits what you’ll be able to do as you get       
better. So remember the names of your fingers 
on your left hand try to use all of them! 



frets 

Frets are the metal strips running down the 
neck of the guitar. In order to make different 
notes on the guitar you need to push down on 
the strings. The best place to push is just behind 
the fret you need to play...and try to use the tips 
of your fingers to push down with. 



How to read guitar music 

Guitar tab or tablature is a very popular    
method of notating guitar music. What makes 
tab so popular is that, once you get the hang 
of it, it is super easy to read. 

Tab is essentially a diagram of the guitar neck. 
There are 6 horizontal lines that represent the 
strings of the guitar. The thickest string being 
the bottom most line and the thinnest string 
being the topmost. 



Guitar Tablature 

Numbers are then placed on these lines to   repre-
sent finger positions on the fret board. To play the 
tab below you would firstly puck the open B string 
then the open E string, then by placing your finger 
just behind the  3rd fret on the E string you would 
pluck that note and so on.  



Guitar Tablature 

The rule of thumb when reading tab is that you 
pluck or strum whenever a number is written on the 
tab.  If there are numbers on top of each other you 
play them at the same time, if there is only one 
number you only play that number and no other 

To tab a chord the notes would be placed in a verti-
cal line upon the horizontal ones. The        diagram 
above represents a D Chord. Reading this tab cor-
rectly you would strum the bottom 4 strings of the 
guitar in one motion, not playing the other two 



Guitar Tab symbols 

{ h } - Hammer On  

A hammer on is played by picking a note and then, while still hold-
ing down that note hammering down on a note higher than it with 
one of your other fingers.  The second note isn’t actually picked 
but instead makes its sound from the hammering of the finger on-
to the fret board. A hammer on is written with a ‘h’ between two 
notes in tab. 

{ p } - Pull Off  

Pull off is the opposite of a hammer on. A note is picked while at 
the same time a finger is placed on a different fret behind it. The 
finger playing the note on the fret board is pulled off the string ex-
posing the finger behind it which creates a different pitch. A pull 
off is written with a ‘p’ between two notes in tab. 

{ b } - Bend  
This is where the fretting hand bends the string up or down to change 
the pitch of the note up.   

{ r } - Release Bend  
A Release Bend is just like a bend, but it tells you when to release 



{ / or \ } - Slide  
To slide a note you start off plucking the first note and then, with the 
same pressure, sliding your finger up or down the fret board to what-
ever note is next in the song.  

{ ~ } - Vibrato  
Vibrato gives the note a fuller sound.  To play vibrato you can either 
wiggle your finger fast or slow up and down on a note or side to 
side.  Each wiggle creates a different tone. 

{ p.m } - Palm Mute  
A palm mute effect is achieved when you take the side of your right 
hand (4th finger side) and lightly touch the string at the edge of the 
bridge. This will give the notes that you are playing a muffled sound.  

Guitar Tab symbols 



e -0--3--5--0--3--6--5--0--3--5--3--0-————————- 

B --------------------------------------------- 

G --------------------------------------------- 

D --------------------------------------------- 

A --------------------------------------------- 

E --------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 

Single note songs 

The most enjoyable way to start playing guitar is 
learning how to play single note melodies. Re-
membering as much as we can about how to hold 
the guitar, the names of the strings and how to 
push down on the frets let’s get right to it and start 

Smoke on the water 



Happy birthday 
         

E ---------------------- 

B ------------1--0------ 

G 0--0--2--0------------ 

D ---------------------- 

A ---------------------- 

E ---------------------- 

           

E ---------------------- 

B ------------3--1------ 

G 0--0--2--0------------ 

D ---------------------- 

A ---------------------- 

E ---------------------- 

            

E ------3--0------------ 

B ------------1--1--0--- 

G 0--0-----------------2 

D ---------------------- 

A ---------------------- 

E ---------------------- 

  

E 1--1--0--------------- 

B ---------1--3--1------ 

G ---------------------- 

D ---------------------- 

A ---------------------- 

E ----------------------  



7 nation army 

 Riff 1 

|e -------------|-------------|-------------- e| 

|b -------------|-------------|-------------- b| 

|g ------0------|-------------|-------------- g| 

|d -2-2----2--0-|-------------|-------------- d|

|a -------------|-3--2--------|-------------- a| 

|e -------------|-------------|-------------- e| 

 Riff 2 

|e -------------|--------------|------------- e| 

|b -------------|--------------|------------- b| 

|g ------0------|--------------|------------- g| 

|d -2-2----2-0--|---0----------|------------- d|

|a -------------|-3---3-2------|------------- a| 

|e -------------|--------------|------------- e| 

Riff 3 

|e ------------—-----|------------------------ e| 

|b ------------------|------------------------ b| 

|g ------------------|------------------------ g| 

|d ------------------|------------------------ d| 

|a ------------------|0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0--------- a| 
|e -3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3--|------------------------ e|



 
e --0-3-2-0-7-5-2-0-3-2-0——-2-----| 
B 0--------------------—--3——-0---| 
G --------------------------------| 
D --------------------------------| 
A --------------------------------| 
E --------------------------------| 
 
 
e --0-3-2-0-7-10-9-8-5-8-7-6-2-3-0| 
B 0-------------------------------| 
G --------------------------------| 
D --------------------------------| 
A --------------------------------| 
E --------------------------------| 
 

Harry Potter 



 
e------------------------------------------------- 
B------------------------------------------------- 
G------------------------------------------------- 
D------------0--------------0-------------0--4-2-0 
A---------2--------------2-------------2---------- 
E--0-0-4---------0-0-4----------0-0-4------------- 

 
 
 

e------------------------------------------------- 
B------------------------------------------------- 
G------------------------------------------------- 
D-----------0-4-2-0--------------0-4-2-0---------- 
A--------2-------------------2-------------------- 
E-0-0-4---------------0-0-4----------------------- 

 

Pretty Woman 



 

e-----------------3---------3-----------------------| 

B---------3-1-0-----3-1-0-----3-1-0-1---------------| 

G-------0-------2---------2-----------2-------------|    

D-0-0-0---------------------------------------------| 

A---------------------------------------------------| 

E---------------------------------------------------| 

 

 

e---------------------------------------------------| 

B---------1-0--------------------------1-0-----3----| 

G-------------2-0-0-2-4-2------------------2-0---2-2| 

D-0-0-2-2-----------------2-4--0-0-2-2--------------| 

A---------------------------------------------------| 

E--------------------------------------------------—| 

 

 

e----------------------------------3-1------------------| 

B---------1-0------------------3-3-----4-3-1-0-----3-3-3| 

G-------------2-0-0-2-4-2----------------------2-0------| 

D-0-0-2-2-----------------2-4---------------------------| 

A-------------------------------------------------------| 

E------------------------------------------------------—|  

Star Wars Theme 



 

 

Guitar  
Practice 

Tips 

Balance Rewards 

TV Chords 
Hammer it 

out! 



 

First guitar chords 



Bar chord Root finder 

Use this chart to find the root (tonic) notes for 

bar and power chords based off either the E or A 

strings. 


